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HUMBLY AFFECTIONATELY AND DUTIFULLY 


INSCRIBED. 


PS ALM LV. 13. 


WE TOOK SWEET COUNSEL TOGETHER, AND 
WALKED IN THE HOUSE OF GOD AS FRIENDS. 


HERE is not in nature a ſcene more delightful than 

# the viſible diffuſion of pleaſure over a numerous aſ- 
ſembly : which ariſes not ſolely from our ſeparate 
feelings as individuals (natural as thoſe feelings are) but 
much more, from a common concert, with which the 
common expreſſions of ſentiment, affection, paſſion, in 
mutual actions, looks, and geſtures, are, by the ori- 
ginal determination of the human mechaniſm, deſign'd 


reciprocally to operate. 


Of all our ſenſations thoſe which accompany devotion 
are the moſt fincerely pleaſing. They are the united ſen- 
ſations of piety and love. The delight that attends on 
our ſecret and ſilent prayers is itſelf exquiſite. It is enter- 
woven with the firſt propenſions of our boſoms. That of 
domeſtic worſhip (as the few who retain it, amidſt the 
alarming “ overflowings of ungodlineſs“ around us, ſen- 
fibly experience) is proportionably heightened. But both 
FN B the 


„ 
the grathcations of a devout retirement, and thoſe of ſa- 
mily piety itſelf, with all its ſweetneſs of endearing aſſo- 
ciations, muſt yield to a more exalted pleaſure which 
reſults from the cclebrations of the Santtuary : to the deep, 
but affectionate, awe; the charitable breathings; the 
kindling ſympathies ; which rife, operate, and ſpread, and 
that with active and emulous ardour, ** amidſt the multi- 


* tude of the people brought forth in the houſe of God;”. 


and therefore, undoubtedly, amongſt us, Brethren, here 
aſſembled at the call of the Religion pure and undefiled, 
** which has brought us hither to viſit the fatherleſs and 
* widow :” here met to take ſweet counſel together, and 


** with that and every correſpondent aim, to walk in the 
„ houſe of God as friends.” 


The latter words refer in their immediate application to 
a friendſhip inſidiouſly and cruelly violated. But the 
characters drawn in them are themſelves expreſſive, with 
much life, of a friendſhip pure, ' vigorous, and genuine; 
ſuch as we truſt, thro' the grace of God, is that, in the 
{pirit of which, we are here met—as chriſtian friends—as 


friends and fellow citizens—as friends and fellow provin- 
cls. 


In the firſt place we are met as chriftian friends. 


The intrinſic excellence and beauty of divine worſhip, 
we lee, might, of itſelf, and apart from poſitive obliga- 
tion invite men of ſeriouſneſs and ſenſibility to meet toge- 


ther 
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ther for partaking its pleaſures in common with other 
rational and intellectual enjoyments, or rather in ſuperi- 
ority to them. | 


But there is a peculiar propriety in religious exerciſes 
when they are made to ſanctify irreproachable human 
pleaſures, when with them we introduce and conſecrate 
the harp, and the viol, the tabret, the pipe, and the 
vine that are in our feaſts, as not forgetting, at that 
time, the works of the Lord, but conſidering the opera- 
tions of his hands: when to his glory” we thus give the 
pre-eminence ** whether we eat, or drink, or whatever 
we do:“ when, on ſuch occaſions, we declare our defire 
that in Him * all our works may begin, continue and 
* end,”—and avow our conviction both that the ſucceſs 
of ſocial union depends on religious influences, and that 
the ſupport and perpetuation of Religion depends on the 
perpetuity of its ordinances: when, in fine, we ſeaſoun- 
ably profeſs our aweſul regard to the providence of God, 
and the duties of His worſhip, which are deplorably neg- 
lected, not always, poſſibly, ſo much through direct pro- 
ſancneſs, as through the fatal inconſideration, the giddy 
levity, the enervating luxury, which prevail in an age 
leſs diſtinguiſh'd by a real extent of ſpeculative infidelity, 
than by (what little extenuates the guilt) a cold, thought- 
leſs, dead, indifference to Religion. 


In this our ſolemn at—as we unitedly profeſs our ſenſe 


of the nature, obligation, and importance of divine wor- 
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{hip in general, ſo we likewiſe declare our approbation 
and eſteem of that mode of Apoſtolic doctrine, fellowſhip, 
and devotion, which are preſerved to us by the maternal 
piety and wiſdom of our own part of the great myſtical 
body in particular: a Church moſt happily poiſed (and be 


the balance ever ſteady !) between the oppoſite extremes of 
implicit faith, and ſuperſtitious corruption, on the one 


hand; and, both the fanatic illuſion which renounces ra- 
tional religion, and the nominal RATIONALITY which 
oppoſes the GREAT MYSTERY OF GODLINESS on the 
other. Where myſtery begins, it is ſaid, Religion ends.“ 
It is much truer that where myllery ends neither revealed, 
nor natural, religion remains. 


Further; We are members of a Church which diſpenſes 
to us a treaſure of devout eloquence, the richneſs of which 
they here preſent, whoſe boſoms are at this moment im- 
preſſed with the participation of it, can beſt declare. 
For they feel how admirably it is adapted, both to the ſub- 
lime, and the tender, ſentiments. of devotion, to the ſorrow 
of confeſſion, the fervour of ſupplication, the charity of 
interceſſion, and the gratitude and exultation of thankl- 
giving, and with how peculiar an emphaſis it is adapted to 
the language of their own hearts, that God would ſuccour, 
* help, and comfort, all that are in danger, neceſſity, and 
*« tribulation, would preſerve all that travel, by land, 
or by water: all women labouring of child: all ſick 
* perſons, and young children: would ſhew his pity 
upon all priſoners and capuves : -— would defend and pro- 

vide 
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vide for the fatherlels children and widows: would 
direct his paternal goodneſs to all thole who are AN 
* ways afflicted, or diſtreſſed, in mind, body, or eſtate: 
C6 would comfort and relieve them, according to their 
«ſeveral neceſſities, giving them patience UNDER their 
„ ſufferings, and a happy iſſue our or all their afflictions.“ 
Did we piouſly ſtudy theſe our prayers we ſhould patheti- 
cally learn our duty, on this, and on all occaſions, in pre- 
cluſion of additional exhortations in our petitions. 


But, we are * met together to take ſweet counſel,” not 
only in the friendſhip of our common ſpintual relation, 


but likewiſe in a literal and temporal ſenſe, as friends, and 
fellow citizens. | 


Both the adverſaries, and ſome of the miſtaken proſeſ- 
ſors of Chriſtianity, deny that it gives any expreſs counte- 
nance to private friendſhip, and the love of our country : 
the latter doubting whether theſe are objects admiſſible 
within the ſpintuality of its refinements, and more tran- 
{cendent importance of it aims. 


From theſe deciſions we appeal to the great example, 
to the author of our faith. He pronounced his miſſion to 
be directed, in the immediate deſtination of it © to the loſt 
** ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael.” * He miraculouſly healed 
a Roman Centurion's ſervant becauſe © the maſter loved the 
* Jewilh nation, and had built them a ſynagogue.” + He 


* Matt, xv. 2. + Like xvii. 5. 


pourcd 


1 & 1 | 

poured out his. bleſſed; ſpirit | in a tender agony of pal- 
ſionate diſtreſs and pity when He ſaw the preſent wretch- 
edneſs, and impending horrible deſtruction, of his dear 
Teruſalem. * He marked and honoured with the peculia- 
rities of friendſhip one immediate attendant. t He ſhed a 
tender tribute of it over the grave of Lazarus. Be- 
* hold,” ſaid the Jews, how he loved him.“ Amidit 
dying agonies, produced by a love intenſe, beyond concep- 
tion, for the whole race of mankind, he ſhewed, in a calm 
attention to his bleſſed mother, and his beloved diſciple, J 
that the affections of nature, and endearments of- friefid- 
ſhip were not abſorbed in magnanimity far greater than 
human, but were carried to the very expiration of life, . 
though they gently broke off there without any too violent 
perturbations of ſorrow, | 


That there is “ a friend || who ſticketh cloſer than a 

„ Brother:” that“ there is a friend who is as a man's own 
* foul'——are axioms not derived from Judaiſm, but 
from truth and nature. And it is difficult to ſay on 
what other principle than that radica] one of the chriſtian 
: life——Charity (which 1s the native feeling of the 
bolom, with reſpe&t both to God and Man, refined, 
ſtrengthened, and ſanctified by divine Grace) either of the 

great virtues ſpoken of can be ſolidly founded. Friend- 
i {hip without piety may be irrational predilection, vitious 
compact, puerile caprice, or injurious partiality. Patri- 
8 otiſm may be a blind adherence, and that founded in ſelf- 
F iſnneſs, to the narrow intereſts of a clan, itſelf a conſpiracy 


| Matt. xxiii. 27. + John xiii. 23. $John xi. 36. 
, + © [I Poor; 2vill. 24. 


againſt 


l 
againſt the common welfare of our ſpecies. But the hene- 
volence—fixed in rectitude, blended with piety, big with 
humanity, triumphant in its inherent greatneſs, over en- 
mity, muſt, in its capaciouſneſs, be commenſurate to the 
largeſt ſcale of ſocial duties: to all THe cuaRiTIES OF 
FATHER, SON, AND BROTHER : to the tenderneſs of do- 
meſtic love: the ties of virtuous and perſonal, the bands 
of generous and public affection: mult enter into all the 


wiſhes which we breathe * for our brethrens',” all that 


iſſue fram our boſoms © for our companions' fake,” with 
both muſt join, with both muſt terminate, in one ardent 
prayer, prayer for our JERUSALEM'S proſperity. 


This affectionate and devout warmth we are ourſelves 
peculiarly intereſted to cheriſh : not from mere inſtinctive 
feelings, though ſuch undoubtedly mix with ſuperior in- 
centives in our boſoms, and, ſo far as they are ſuggeſtions 
truly inſtinctive, are to be regarded proportionately as 
ſuggeſtions truly divine. But we are here urged by many 
rational, many moral, many religious motives. 


Great and manifold are the x aT10NAL bleſſings, the giſts 


of nature and providence, which we enjoy :—fertility of. 


ſoil: healthy temperature of air and climate: great ram- 
part of the mighty waters that ſurround and protect us. 
But the greateſt felicity, undoubtedly, next to the glorious 
light of the Goſpel amongſt us, is the noble ſtrutture of 


Our 
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our Civil Polity; an aſſemblage of inſtitutions and uſages 


which preſuppoſes, in its contexture, the vital principles of 
Society, Juſtice, Freedom, and Safety; applies theſe to 
the exigencies of human beings held together by ſtrict, 
though tacit compact, unites, (to effectuate that compact) 
liberty with order law with conſent—power with re- 
ſtraint: and, to theſe ends, ſecures (as far as is con- 
ceivable) the advantages, and excludes (equally far) che 
miſchiefs, incident to each of the three well known more 
ſimple forms of Government. | 


But theſe excellencies we are too apt to contemplate as 
the perfeCtions of a SCHEME happily conceived, calmly di- 
geſted, deliberately reſolved on, and rather too fondly to 
dwell on the policy of its plan, the ſtaminal ſtrength of its 
elements, and the harmony of its component parts. But we 
muſt not aſcribe to man as the projector the glory due to 
Him *© who alone is wonderful in counlel, and excellent 
in working.“ He only it was who ſaw the ſubſtance of 
this fair form and ſyſtem (the natural object of our pride, 
and juſter of our affection) “ when it was yet imperfect, 
and “in His book ſolely were its rudiments written.” — 


From originating ſecondary cauſes, not totally clear, it has 


grown up, thro' ſlow advances—ſome ſevere ſtruggles 
ſome abrupt contortions—and many (humanly ſpeaking) 
fortuitous colliſions of variouſly operating events. Theſe, 
ſometimes neglected by barbariſm, or indolence, at others 
ſeized on, touched, improved, by human art, attention, 


* Iſaiah xxvilt. 29. 


and 


E 


and proficiency. were at all times ſteered by the lecret, 
but ſure hand of the Lord who “ is Eing—ve the people 
never ſo impatient:” and who worked np the admired 
machine to the very ſize and ſhape of its preſent mag- 
nitude and beauty. It is the Lord's doing therefore, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes:” and as ſuch we ſhould 
treat it as oſten as we aſk, in the words of their immediate 
leader and legillator to the Iſraelites, © What nation is there 
* ſo great, which hath ſtatutes and judgments lo righteous 
* as all this Law which is ſet before us this day“? - To 
keep, and to do, them, will be our wiſdom and under- 
ſtanding:“ to give to God in the firſt place, * the 
* honour due to his name:“ io his choſen inſtruments, 
in the ſecond, the portion due to theirs : but not to walt 
the cenſer with too wanton a profuſion of its odours on 
any mortal object of its direction: not to indulge uncha- 
ritable or invidious compariſons between the preſent period 
and any former one: not with malevolent retroſpect to 
pals ſentence on the conduct, counſels, characters, of men, 
high or low, who have long ſince gone before us, by crude 
appeals to ſuch mediums in ſeeing, ſtandards in judging, 
experiences in acting, as are extenſively vouchlaled to us, 
though thcy were, in truth, almoſt totally withheld from 
them. | | 


Still our happy Conſtitution has its defects. It de- 
icended not from Heaven into the hand of a Moſes, with 
the Decalogue, upon Sinai. It has been cultivated in 


* Deut. i. 8. 


8 the 


1 — 


| 


— — — — — —— — — — 


10 J 


the ordinary courſe of providence, by inferior agency, on 


leſs hallowed ground. But, poſlibly, the great, real, defe& 
is this——that it is too perfect in idea to exiſt correſ- 


pondently in fact; is too beautifully theoretical to be 
actually practicable. Perhaps a juſt balance of parts, ſo 
extremely delicate, infers certain ſprings of diſcord unavoid- 
ably interwoven with them ! If ſo to what expedient can 
we have recourſe ?—To the © ſweet counſels” of Chriſtian 
meekneſs, forbearance, and the gentle bearing of one ano- 
ther's burden: to the practical learning of our bleſſed 
Saviour's great, golden, rule of equity, the compendium 
of © the Law and the Prophets: to the learning the 
apoſtolic leſſon that the many members are yet but one 
body: that the eye cannot ſay to the hand I have no 
** need of thee, nor again the head to the feet I have no 


need of you*:”—that ** when one member ſuffers all 
* the members ſuffer with it, when one member rejoices 


all the members rejoice with it.“ Theſe are the princi- 
ples and ſentiments, the only ones in nature, which can 
make eaſy and happy a people, ſuch as we are, who claim, 
and juſtly claim, by birth to be free, and who, by the blood 
in our veins, are high ſpirited. Theſe are the counſels 
which alone can check, on the one hand, the luſt of domi- 
nion wickedly ſubverſive of right, on the other, the impa- 
tience of ſubordination that wildly rends aſunder the links 
of Society : can win us, amidſt our many altercations, to 
argue calmly, to confeſs mutual faults and miſtakes honeſt- 
ly; to treat thoſe who differ from us——and certainly 


1. Cor. Xii. 21. 


thoſe 
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thoſe likewiſe who bear rule over us with that confil- 
tent equity and charity, and that indulgence to the pre- 
ſcribed limits of human wiſdom and virtue (in the viſeſt 
and the beſt very narrow ones) on their parts, which we 
all expect from one another, and from them, on our own. 
We ſhall then render to all their dues: tribute to whom 
* tribute is due: cuſtom to whom cuſtom : fear to whom 
* fear: honour to whom honour :——ſhall honour all men: 


* love the brotherhood : fear God: honour the King“.“ 


Impreſs'd, it is not doubted, with thoſe ſentiments, we 
are aſſembled © to take ſweet counſel together,” in the laſt 
place—as friends and FELLOW-PROVINCIALS, 


The great community of mankind is, by the divine dil- 
poſition, arranged in parts and members, W hich ſucceſſively 
break down into ſubdiviſions, diſtrifts, neighbourhoods, 
and all the ſmaller ſpheres that are involyed within the 
comprehenſion of the one great public circle. Within 
theſe minuter diſtributions ariſe the firſt obvious movements, 
operations, and communications of moral and civil life: 
the calls, the exigencies, the occaſions, that immediately 
ſummon us to rejoice with them that do rejoice : to 
„ weep with them that weep: and to do good,” if we 
would do it as we © have o?PPORTUNI1TY to all ment.” 


* I, Peter ii. 16, 17. + Rom, xii. 15, 
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And at this very hour, Brethren, — praiſe be to God---we 
are here oecupied “ in doing good good to one another 
in“ conſidering one another, to provoke one another to 
love and good works :” good—in conſpiring to cheriſh 
the principle which is © the bond of perfetineſs:*” to 
quicken the feelings, and to ſtrengthen the habits which 


exalt our nature, and © adorn' the dottrine of God our 


Saviour:”—good—in the united purſuit, not of an ideal, 
complete KARMONY, which too nearly approaches per- 
fection to be the object of hope, but of a real Mope- 
RATION, which is more reaſonably the object of expetta- 
tion, and, in the next degree, that of choice. And moſt 
happy is the experimental conviction which we at this 
time enjoy, that worth and virtue are not ſhut up within 


the little limits of, comparatively, unimportant diviſions : 


that amidſt common errors and infirmities there is ſtill 
room (in contempt of all the narrowneſles of party, and 
certainly of all the names of it) for a common ſpirit of pro- 
bity and benevolence; and that often nothing more is 
wanting than an opportunity of uniting in the natural ex- 


preſſions of that ſpirit to connect thoſe in mutual appro- 


bation and eſteem who may have been kept ſeparate by 
mutual frailty, diffidence, or miſtake. Our Charity” thus 


far, is certainly that of the pure heart, and the good con- 


ſcience *,“ and of all others the happieſt ac company ment 
of the exerciſes of this holy place where our Bleſſed Lord, 


che propitious Prince of benevolence and peace, has pro- 


miſed 
I. Tim. i. . 


2; 
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1 
miſed to bleſs our aſſembly with His divine preſence. and 
our prayers with His med:atorial enforcement. 
We are met to do good “ as in walking together in the 
© houleot God,“ ſo in proceeding to the houſe of innocent 


conviviality © as fnends:” and that as the ſervants of 


a Maſter whole charatter was not gloom, but ferenity : 
not abſtraction, but opennels; not loſty and diſlant ela- 
tion, but ſweet and condeſcending eaſè: the Saviour and 
the friend of man: the friend of publicans and ſin— 
ners:“ the Son of man who came eating and drinking :” 
who in the very firſt art of his miraculous power was gra- 
cioully and humanely plealed to countenance the friendly 
and hoſpitable - enjoyment of a nuptial fealt: who ho- 
noured other, ſimilar, celebrities wich his ſacred preſence: 
whoſe doctrines teach us that every ercature of God * is 
good, if received with thankſgiving,” with pious grati— 
tude of heart, unſpotted purity of intention, and that 
temperate and ſalutary ule, and kind communication, 
which is itſelf both obedience and gratitude to the donor, 
** who openeth his hand and ſilleth all things living with 
* plenteouſneſs : who giveth wine that maketh glad the 
heart of man: oil that giveth him a chearful counte- 
** nance: and bread that ſtrengtheneth man's heart“.“ 


We do good at once to ourlelves, and to our poor Bre- 


thren, when (* cauſing the bleſſing of him that was ready 
to periſh to come upon us, and the Widow's heart to 


* Pſalm civ. 15. 


* fins 


f 
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** ſing for joy”) we purchale perſonal pleaſure by the very 
att of brotherly kindneſs; and challenge the enjoyment 
which reſults from that aſtoniſhing contrivance of our na- 
ture whereby the merciful man is made to do good to 
** his own ſoul: but the cruel to trouble his own fleſh*.” 
Such 1s the immediate return. For a greater we may look 
hereafter. When thou makeſt a feaſt” (ſays our Lord) 
* call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: and 
thou ſhalt be bleſſed. They cannot recompence thee : 
thou ſhalt be recompenced at the reſurrection of the 
e e 


And * let us not be weary,” if poſſible, * in ſtill more 
** extenſive well-doing: knowing that, in due ſeaſon, we 
* ſhall reap, if we faint not.” By labouring, as workers 
* together with God, in acts of mercy, and charity, we 
contribute to the diſtinguiſhing honour of our times. By 
working with Him, in oppoſition to corruption and vice, 
we {hall work in oppoling the . diſgrace of 


them. 


Of our times we are too prone to ** ſay that the former 
*« were better than theſe, when we do not always enquire 
** wiſely concerning this.” But, whatever are the ſymp- 
toms of good times, we muſt, with dejection, confeſs, that 


our own carry, in the open face of them, certain expreſſive 


marks of bad ones. It is not the preſent purpoſe to dwell 
on ſome of theſe, though very obvious and ſtriking :— 


+ Prov. xi. 17. + Luke xii. 14. + Eccleſ. vii. 10. 
the 
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the unexampled ſelfiſhneſs: the unbridled calumny: the 
wild, blood-thirſty, romantic, revenge: or the abomina- 
tions of © whoremongers and adulterers, whom God will 
judge“ - judge in the great day certainly—and in the 


preſent we find ſometimes—vilibly :—for there are others, 


not leſs deplorable or leſs atrocious, which glare full and 
immediately in our own eyes. Theſe are, ux BLUSHING 
VENALITY, and HORRIBLE PERJURY. 


As there are abſurdities too grols to be the objects of 
ſerious refutation, ſo there are crimes too black to be thoſe 
of formal invective, and pointed declamation. We will 
therefore diſmiſs the wretches, viler than Es Au, who not 
only glory in their ſhame, but convert judicial infamy into 
open and wanton triumph ;—will leave them to the reſent- 
ment of their injured Country, on whoſe deareſt franchiſes 
(in God's good time aſſuredly to be reclaimed) they bru- 
tally trample : will leave them to the righteous judgment 
of the avenging God, whom, with impious madneſs, they 
attempt to mock, and who hath in his holy word declared, 
that He will be a ſwift witneſs againſt the falſe ſwearerst, 
and, with fire will conſume the tabernacles of Bribery.” 
We will rather indulge the pleaſing aſſurance, that the 
men of probity, virtue, and conſcience, among us, (of whom 
we congratulate ourſelves that ſo many, and ſome ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed, are here preſent) will actively cheriſh 


the honeſt diſdain and indignation which, at theſe ſuggeſ- 


tions, riſe in their own hearts: that THEY in particular 


® Heb. ziii. 4. 4 Mal. iii. 5. $ Job xiv. 34. 
who, 


[NE 
who, by the great euBLIC TRUST in them repoſed, are 
enabled, as well as by their own feelings ſtrongly prompted, 
will do their parts to check, at leaſt, and diſcourage ſuch 
deſtructive enormities. And ſince it has pleaſed God that 
a certain gleam of light has broken into the darkneſs of. 
this world, and promiſed, in ſome meaſure, to enlighten 
the counſels, and to pierce, in part at leaſt, into one of 
the fouleſt myſteries of the iniquities of it“, they, we 
are aſſured, will be affectionately ſtudious to cheriſh this 
light, and to counteract any machinations calculated to 
extinguiſh, or to ſtifle it, as being the machinations of men 


who, © love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds 
© are evilt.” 


Nor be it doubted, that all amongſt us, in our ſeveral ſta- 
tions and callings, ſhall chearſully concur to ſeize every'gol- 
den, providential, opportunity that may poſſibly return, 
and the improvement of which may, in any practicable, 
though but indirect, degree aſfift ſuch laudable endeavours: 
that in the righteous love of God and our neighbour—in the 
ſpirit of true and conſiſtent InverENDENCE—iIn ſuperiority 


to perſonal, local, temporary, attention, aim, accommoda- 
tion, we ſhall do our parts towards cruſhing, or at leaſt 


weakning, a wickednels which, literally, courAssETH US 


ROUND ABOUT, which (whether it works in darkneſs, or 


ruſhes into detection, revelling in the noon- day) ſo far as 
it ſpreads, depreciates the value of our boaſted laws and 


* See Stat. 10. Geo. III. c. 16. 
7 Job 111. 19. N th S 
govern- 
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government: ſullies the vaunted light and freedom of our 
times, inflames and propagates vulgar licentiouſnels and 
proſligacy. poiſons the very ſources of common honefl y ; 
is a deep difgrace to, and tends to the utter extinction of, 
this, and of all Civil Societies. Connected with a territory 
rich in the bounties of nature, flouriſhing in civil arts, pre- 
eminent in military alertneſs, proof in a day of trial, againſt 
temptation to diſſention and animoſity, let us not doubt but 
that God will © prevent us, in all our upright doings, with 
his moſt gracious favour, and will further all our pious 
** and virtuous undertakings with his continual help.“ 


Our chriſtian faith, our civil claims, our perſonal fect. 
rity, the efficacy of our Laws, the duration of our {latc, 
the ſafety, honour, and welfare of our ſovereign, his 
** kingdoms,” and their convulſed dependences : all 
{land * not in the wiſdom of man, but in the power 
of God,” Let us, then, “ do juſtly; love (in all its 
branches) © mercy ;” “ walk humbly“, with God, and, 
with keen compundtion, for our perſonal, and our national, 


fins, © fall down before Him.“ 


At whatſoever time the outward face of things is, to us, 
dark, confuſed, entangled, all is inviſibly conducted above, 
in clear wiſdom, firm juſtice, and paternal goodnels. 
+ The King's heart,” ſays the wiſeſt of Monarchst, © is in 
© the hands of the Lord: as the rivers of water He turneth 
„it whitherſoever he wills. —“ He,” ſays the royal Pſal- 
miſt; * can-inform our Princes after his will, and teach our 


Mic. vi. 8. + Prov. xxi. i. 
D ſenators, 


C81 

© ſenators wiſdom®*.”—** He,” ſays the ſublime author of 
the book of Job, *©* diſappointeth the devices of the craſty, 
and carricth the counlel of the froward headlongt.”— 
He, in the hour of blackneſs, and darkneſs, and tempeſt, 
can ſay to the ſtorm “ Peace—be till.” We lee the 
beautiful aphoriſm of Solomon deplorably verified. — 
** The beginning of ſtrife has been the letting out of 
„ waterh.” The firſt inlet appeared conſiſtent with ſecu- 
rity: the ſucceeding torrent has ruſhed with awful impe- 
tuolity : the breach every moment widens from the erup- 
tion, and the rage of the inundation threatens to lay wide 
regions deſolate. But *© the Lord who commandeth the 
waters, the glorious God who maketh the thunder, 
can, at his good pleaſure, {till the raging of the ſea, the 
noiſe of its waves, and the MADNESS of the people: 
* can turn the hearts of” revolted “ children to their” 
provoked “ fathers:” the * hearts of” relenting © fathers 
** to their” awakened “ children||:” can ſtop (and ſpeedily 
may He ſtop) the tragical effuſion of precious human and 
kindred blood: can tura—and (ſpeedily may He turn) 
* ſwords into ploughſhares, and ſpears into pruning 
© hooks7].” 


Let our hearts then unite in the fear and love of His 
moſt dreadand holy name: in conſcientious ſubjection “ to 
the powers” and magiſtracies that be” as of Him or- 
% dained**:” in legal obedience to the authority, and ten- 


* Pſalm cv. 72. + Job v. 13. $ Prov. xvii. 14. Mal. iv. 6. 
: Joel iii. 10. Iſaiah ii. 4. Mich. iv. 3. Rom. Xill. 1. 


der 


E 


der reverence to the perſon, of the CIE MaGtsTRATY 
as © His miniſter for good*:* in the controul of pal- 
ſion, hatred, prejudice : and whatever oppoſes the common 
intereſts of the ©* one body, one ſpirit, one hope,” both 
of our ſpiritual, and our temporal, calling. 


Reſting in the ſolidity of this hope, we may indulge the 
bleſſed proſpect that peace, harmony, plenty, virtue, glory, 
{hall yet dwell in our Land; in our Land in general; in the 
internal welfare of our peculiar province ; the peace, order, 
opulence, commercial proſperity and eminence of this 
diſtinguiſhed CITY, in particular: that the guardian God 
of our fathers, who, amidſt, intervening, ſalutary chaſtiſe- 
ments, has poured mercies, in plenteous ſucceſſions, on 
them and ourſelves, will yet © remember us, according 
* to the favour that He beareth unto his people: —will 
guide us while we continue © to wALK together in Hs 
* HOUSE AS FRIENDS, With the SWEETNESS OF His 
COUNSEL here; will receive us, in ſuperior manſions, to 
the fullneſs of His glory hereafter. 


* Rom. xiii. 4. 
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SRISTOHL 1. 


Wiltlhire SOCIETY. 


Sir JAMES TYLNEY LONG, Bart. Preſident. 
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AwBROSE GODDARD, Eſq; Treaſurer, in Account with 
the WiLTsHIRE SOCIETY, for the Year 1775. 


Dr. | Per Contra Cr. 
1775. L „ d. 1274. 1 
O Balance received Y paid the Shepherd - - 2 2 © 

of CnARLES PEN- By paid tor: cles | 

r Upbock, Eſq. the late 1 10 live boys - 150 © © 

Treaſurer + = By paid poor lying in women 
Aud. 15. To call. collected and other diſtreſs'd IP 6 
this day at the feaſt 116 11 4 || By printing expences - O 

By balance in — 2 Tre: afurer 3 3 Hg 

hands 8 
TorAL, 1197 17 2 {| Tor AL, 1 


The generous ConTR1BUTIONS to this CHARITY have en- 
abled the COMMITTEE to put out five boys appprentice 
ſince the laſt meeting, with each of whom TEN pounds 
have been given; and ſeveral lying-in women, and 
other diſtreſs'd perſons of the county of WILTS, have 
been relieved, as appears in diſtin& articles by the printed 
accounts diſtributed at the meeting of the ſociety. 
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